ISO    RABINDRANATH TAGORE      CH.
staying in England. There were no sources of
information on the subject that he did not
explore. His scheme of education for his
boys was to be distinctively national, patriotic,
absolutely Indian, of the very soil of Bengal ;
yet it was to be infused with and aided by
the highest and most intelligent thought and
method of which the human spirit had hitherto
made itself master. What mattered creed or
race or caste so that the collective spirit of
mankind served and was served ? In this
Rabindranath has shown himself to be faithful
to his belief that the one spirit of life suffuses
all creation with its healing rays, no creature
being excepted.
It was, I believe, through his knowledge of
the successfully applied principle of self-govern-
ment in the George Junior Republic of America,
that it came to be the rule at Bolpur that the
boys should be left as much as possible to
themselves, and manage their own affairs with-
out any interference from outside.
The boys elect a captain for every week, who sees
that order is kept, and the boys have to obey him
implicitly. Under the captain are many sub-
captains, also elected, who have each under their